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Greetings from the Chi-Town R.A.W. Sistaz and your Romance Slam Jam 2008 host authors!
We have TONS of fun planned and can hardly wait to welcome you to our city.

Originally, the Romance Slam Jam (RSJ) was geared toward readersh®years it began
including writer workshops and has slowly started to drift away from the reddher£2008
theme isCome On Home!

The RSJ 2008 committee is striving to take the RSJ back home to its roots and make the
conference a Black romance reader Heaven! But we aren’t stopping thader&end Authors
have a symbiotic relationship, and RSJ 2008 will also be an event for authors to grow in their
craft and make publishing industry connections.

| (Deatri King-Bey) apologize for this long newsletter. There is a latformation to give out
this go around. So let’s get started.

Authors, Authors, and more Authors!

Come spend quality time with your favorite authors and discuss their past, presérttee
projects! With twenty-eight Reader Sessions, you are sure to be in Resden! Below is the
tentative list of authors who will participate in the Reader Sessions. Authorgliareahlso
slated to participate in Intimate Sessions where ten select reallenset with the author of the
hour. Additional Intimate Sessions are being scheduled.



AC Arthur

Alice Wootson
Altonya Washington
Angie Daniels
*Ann Clay

Annetta P. Lee
*Barbara Keaton
Bettye Griffin
Beverly Jenkins
Celeste O. Norfleet
Cheris Hodges
Crystal Rhodes

*Deatri King-Bey
Deirdre Savoy
Donna Hill
*Dyanne Davis
Elaine Overton
Evelyn Palfrey
Francis Ray
Gloria Mallette
Gwyneth Bolton
Gwynne Forster
Jacquelin Thomas
J. Jermayne

And the list is growing every day!

Karen White-Owens
Kayla Perrin

KD King
Kimberly Terry
Kim Louise

Kim Robinson
*Lisa Riley
Marilyn Tyner
Mary B. Morrison
Melanie Schuster
Michelle Monkou
Monique Lamont

Mr. Talley
Nathasha Brooks-Harris
Pamela Leigh Starr
Pam Osbey
Patricia Sargeant
Sean Young
Seressia Glass
Shelia Goss
Sylvia Hubbard
TaMara Dillard
T. Rhythm Knight
Wayne Jordan
* Host Authors

If you do not see your favorite authors of Black romance novels, please email
deatri@romanceslamjam.orgnd I'll be glad to extend them an invitation.

Workshops

Twenty workshops with topics such as character development, setting, hepeantotions,

taxes for authors...it’s all in there and a whole lot more. Learn the craft anavggwaround the
publishing industry! Meet editors and agents. Find out what the future holds for various
publishing houses. Do you read book reviews? Would you like to join a review team? Don’t miss
the panel discussion by members of some fantastic review teams.

That's Not It!

We also have a welcome reception planned, Keynote Luncheon, Mr. Romance Slam Jam
Contest, Book Signing, Emma Awards Banquet aldell, you'll have toCome On Homel!to
Romance Slam Jam 2008 to find out! SMILE

Romance Slam Jam 2008 Conference Registration
Registration opens in July (exact date will be announced in a newsletterskWeabeveryone
register as early as possible so we can obtain additional conference roomdwateladditional
Reader Sessions and Workshops if needed. Thank you for your assistance.

Conference Registration Fees
Group Registration fee (5 people or more): $175 per person
Deadline for Group Registration: December 31, 2007

Early-bird Registration fee: $200
Deadline for Early-bird registration: December 31, 2007

Regular Registration fee: $225
Deadline for Regular Registration: February 28, 2008

Late Registration fee: $250



Conference Hotel: Wyndham O’Hare

To save attendees over $100 a night for a hotel room, the RSJ 2008 Conference hotel is not in the
heart of downtown Chicago, but near O’Hare Airport. The hotel provides a FREE shutiie to a

from O’Hare Airport where attendees can catch an elevated train (Bltheheart of the city

(A 24 hour transit pass cost $5). Further information on travel into the heart of thelldity am

the RSJ website and in your attendee packets.

Romance Slam Jam 2008 Room Rate per night: $119 (taxes not included)
Parking: $8 per day ($2 tax is included)

Conference code for reservation information will be on the website. Pleasergser room
early so we can obtain additional blocks of rooms at the discounted price if needed.

Romance Slam Jam Conference Website
Thus far the website launch is on target for June 1, 2007. A newsflash with the webwaddress
be sent out when the site is up.

Memory Book

A Romance Slam Jam Memory Book is being compiled, starring you (readéim;saeditors,
agents...) and your experiences with the Romance Slam Jam. Wouldn’t you like ttutednc

in the Memory Book? A few topics are: Your first RSJ experience. Why yencktihe RSJ.

Your most memorable moment at the RSJ. Your favorite part of the RSJ. Why \euelibé

RSJ is so importantTo be included in the Memory Book, please send your entry to
deatri@romanceslamjam.orgour article/snippet should have a relaxed feel to it and tie into the
Romance Slam Jam. The length can be anywhere from one line to one page. For those of you
who feel apprehensive about submitting, thinking you aren’t a professional authors.dlhis

the family. Don’t worry, send your piece on. We’'ll help you clean it up. SMILE. Eaalsletter

I'll try to include an entry or two for your viewing pleasure.

In closing—I saved the best for last—here are our first two entries for ¢neol§y Book.
I'd like to thank Toni Bonita, an avid reader and RSJ veteran, and author Altonya Washing
for being the first brave souls to submit.

Why | Attend Romance Slam Jam

| have been an avid reader for as long as | can remember, going back to thietliays o
bookmobiles. My friends were not in to reading, so | had no one to discuss my books with.

In March of 2001 | was surfing the net when | came across RSJ 2001, which was keting hel
Orlando, FL. 1 got up that Saturday morning, drove to Orlando, and the rest, as they say, is
history. | was hooked.

That year | only attended the banquet, what a memorable event it was! The botéband
other readers who enjoyed a good romance as much as | did were just amazing.| Bhéoleve
in that room was like nothing | have ever experienced. It was at that poidelupamy mind
that wherever RSJ was in 2002 | would be in the house.



RSJ is the best book discussion, party, reunion a reader could ever be a part of. Siding at t
table talking to authors as if you are talking to your own sister or mothet syasome. The
gracious way authors answer your questions, sign hundreds of books, take pictucaiaitial y
for you, give you insight into what they are doing next...leaves one in awe.

| returned to RSJ 2002, 2003, 2005 and 2006 to see old friends, make new ones, meet new
authors talk to the authors | meet before. I'm always amazed authorslvemémreaders from
year to year. | am looking forward to coming to Chicago in 2008 to renew old friendstips a
make new ones.

Toni Bonita—Avid Reader

The First Time

| attended my first Romance Slam Jam in 2001 when | lived in Orlando, Florida. I'dhezare

of the event, in spite of the fact that | had such high aspirations of one day being published. As a
reader whose love of the romance genre stemmed from the stories of white, dlu¢hiarst that

there were scores of African American authors and readers who acteakaan year to discuss

and fellowship about books by, for and about US was unreal to me. In truth, | never would have
knownabout the event had my fiancé not been sitting in traffic at the time the ad carntieeover

car radio.

When he arrived home, he told iés was something | needed to go to and it would be right
there in Orlando. Well...of course he didn’'t get much pertinent news abolititBde was

going on and on about. He did, however, scoop the name of the bookstore to contact for more
information. After a few calls, | got a contact person (Brenda Woodbury-whprbod to now

call a friend) and my journey to Slam Jam Orlando had begun.

Now, aside from still wrapping my head around the fact that this event had erisyears, two
things struck me as a first time attendee.

The Authorsicons I'd never heard of let alone read. Rochelle Alers, Carmen Green, Brenda
Jackson and Beverly Jenkins, to name a few. | attended a workshop with Rochelandlers
Carmen Green on the panel. Listening to them discuss everything from theatiospio their
writing routine. | was like a sponge, soaking it all in, and it was wonderflgdoladserved the
way these powerhouse authors interacted with their readers. It wakeyswlere old friends,

just getting together for a reunion of sorts. There was such beauty in the, $aiggter and
hugs.One day.l.promised myself.

The Ball What can | say? It's almost impossible to describe the rush of emotionsutdes

through you on the night of the ball. Again, | was new to this entire splendor. So, you can
imagine how unreal it seemed with all of these gorgeous, black goddessesf¢éandals)

decked out in such beauty. The mood, conversation, music and the food! They were all equally



exquisite and a perfect culmination to an elaborate event. Sitting therengaistthe authors
went up to accept their various awards and watching as many more sat with éng wdaxl
adored them. | conversed and laughed as much as anyone, but | was far mestedhier
observingOne day. l.promised myself and prayed to God that this was in his plan for me.

| still have the purpl&oul of Romanceug from BET/Arabesque that | got from that first
conference. When | unwrapped it, | didn’t even touch it. Instead, | let my son (then 5 months old)
put his hand on it, and | swore I'd not drink a sip from it until I, too, was an Arabesque author.
God, in his infinite greatness, chose to lay that blessing on me.

That day came and so did other Slam Jams. They’ve each been filled with as much wnder a
beauty as that first time. | look forward to so many more...

AlTonya Washington, Author

Thank You

Thank you for your time and patience. | know this was a LONG letter. | prahagevill be
shorter in the future.

Please feel free to forward the newsletter.

If you were forwarded this newsletter, you can sign up for it at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RomanceSlamJamNews/



